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the latter did not finish the course, he had made two bold bids for victory. The machines used by both competitors were Farman biplanes, 50 h.p. Gnome engine, so that there was practical equality of speed capacity.
On the Continent, and more especially in France, flying made steady progress. A big cross-country tour known as the Circuit de 1'Est was won by Alfred Leblanc, and a race from Paris to Bordeaux by Bielovucic.
Nearly all the flying at this epoch was on French machines, and where an aeroplane of another nationality was seen it was usually one driven by a French motor. The Wright and Curtiss biplanes, both American, were the principal other types in use, and nothing very original in aeroplane design had so far made its mark either in England or in Germany, although in both countries a few experimenters were at work.
The double crossing of the Channel by C. S. Rolls was effected on a Wright biplane on June 2, and as the author was personally associated with this enterprise, and superintended the signalling on the French coast and arranged for a suitable landing-place in case of need, he begs leave to quote from the account he contributed to The Times.
After two weeks of wearisome waiting and watching the machine was sighted on the evening of June 2, having made about three-quarters of the distance before it was caught in the field of vision of binoculars. v" The aeroplane was far to the west about four miles distant, conspicuous against a lovely opalescent sky. This was at 6-58. I waved a white sheet to guide the aviator, and this was apparently seen, as his course was altered towards the east. He passed the coast at 7-5, and was greeted by shouts. He went on inland for a third of a mile, and then turned north-west, apparently to fly down the Channel, He was flying at a height of about 1000 feet, the fragile object at that distance having a peculiar beauty. Some anxiety was caused by the fact